
   

 

Milngavie 
October 2024 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
24 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 

deeds, 
25 
not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 

encouraging one another ð and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
Hebrews 10:24-25 

 
Iôve been enjoying getting to know people during my two óvestry spacesô and 
also within public worship on a Sunday and in church by visiting the many clubs 
and out-reach activities run from St. Paulôs. I have also, very much enjoyed  
visiting people at home that cannot attend church. I have yet to visit all groups 
and look forward to joining you soon.  
 

Fellowship with Godôs people is so important and the more opportunities we 
have for this the better; the more connected and united we are as a church, the 
more our family of faith will grow and mature in our love for Christ Jesus and 
each other. This is one of the main reasons for having our church conference 
and lunch on Sunday 20th October following the church service. Coincidentally , 
this is also the Service of Dedication for our wonderful Guild.  This will be a 
chance for the whole family of faith to spend quality time together over food.  
 

The conference on the 20
th,
 will give us the opportunity to explore how we can 

partner with our living God, to enable our Christian family to reach other people 
out-with the walls of our church, who donôt yet know His love! Itôs important to 
nurture and feed our own faith but it canôt stop there! To be a disciple of Jesus 
involves being intentional about sharing our faith in loving service. 
 
The General Assembly of October 2020 endorsed the Five Marks of Mission, 
agreeing that for the Church to be fit for purpose in the 21

st
 century, these five 

marks must be evidenced at local, regional and national levels. Originally  
developed by the Anglican Communion in the 1980s as a way to define  
Christian mission, they are: 

¶  Witness to Christ's saving, forgiving, reconciling love for all  
        people 
¶  Build welcoming, transforming communities of faith 
¶  Stand in solidarity with the poor and needy 

¶  Challenge violence, injustice and oppression, and work for  peace 
 and reconciliation 

¶ Protect, care for and renew life on our planet.                    cont... 
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...cont. 

 
 
As a church we will be asking how we think we meet, or could meet these 5 
Marks of Mission. This may require us: 
 

¶ re-thinking how we use some of our resources 

¶ óupliftingô or ómodifyingô some of our out-reach groups 

¶  being more intentional in sharing our faith  

¶ engaging more in consultation with community groups 

¶ reviewing the effectiveness of activities that are not bearing fruit for 
Christ Jesus  

¶ exploring different styles of worship in addition to our traditional  
 service of worship on a Sunday morning.  
 

Change will not be made overnight and being a more ómissionalô minded 
church is an on-going process. Therefore, there is also going to be a Vision 
Day planned for the New Year with guest speaker: Very Rev. Dr. Martin 
Fair.            
           
If you are reading this magazine and it has been some time since youôve 
been able to attend the church - maybe youôve got away from the rhythm of 
attending worship - please do not think this prevents you from reaching out.  
 
You may also have never stepped inside your local church, and maybe you 
havenôt ever been involved in worship.  
 
God is always willing and wanting to offer His love and mercy to his children 
and as a church family we believe the same. No one is outside the love and 
care of God. So, if youôre reading this letter, please take this as an invitation 
for you to join us, a warm welcome will be waiting for you.   
 
And if something is troubling you, please pick up the phone or drop-in and 
see me during vestry time (Wednesday AM and Thursday PM). No problem 
is too small or too big. 
 

Itôs my joy and privilege to be your new minister, 

Love In Christ, 

Lynsey   

      

email: LBrennan@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 Manse telephone no: 0141 588 6023 
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St. Paulôs Parish Church Questionnaire 
 

Inside this monthôs Life magazine, there is a questionnaire aimed to help 
Lynsey understand our congregationôs hopes, wants and needs for  

our church and our community. 
 

We would be very grateful if you could please complete this and 
 return to the box outside the church office or send to 
st.pauls@btconnect.com 

 
You can also access the questionnaire on our website: 

www.stpaulsmilngavie.org.uk 
and once completed, please send electronically to 

st.pauls@btconnect.com 

 

20th October: Congregation Conference 
 
There will be a light lunch provided to which everyone is welcome. 
 
To assist with catering and prevent wastage, sheets are available at the 
back of the church to indicate if you hope to come and if you have special 
dietary needs.  
 
If you are able and would like to make some tray bakes or to help on the 
day, there is also a sheet for this. 

Ann Macleod 

Constitution 
 
St Paulôs is governed by the Church of Scotland Model Deed of Constitution 
which has a Kirk Session and a Congregational Board.  The General  
Assembly in May 2024 encouraged congregations to move to the Unitary 
Constitution. The Kirk Session will consider a proposal to move to the  
Unitary Constitution at the next meeting on 2

nd
 October. If agreed the  

proposal will be brought to a meeting of the congregation and then  
submitted to Clyde Presbytery.  Once approved by Clyde Presbytery the 
Church of Scotland Law Department will issue the new Constitution.  
The proposed change would take effect from  1

st
 January, 2025. 

 
Graham Mill, Session Clerk 
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 The Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper 
 

The Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper  
will be celebrated on Sunday, 6

th
 October during the  

morning service led by the Rev. Lynsey Brennan.  
 
 
 
The white linen cloths will be on alternate pews and we would ask you to sit 
only in these pews. This will allow an elder to serve you with bread and wine 
from the pew in front. There will be stewards to assist you and we hope that 
this will not distract from the meaning of the celebration.  
 

District Elders will not be distributing cards for this service. 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
 
Many thanks to everyone for the wonderful food  
    donations for the charities which are greatly  
     appreciated.   
 
 

A total of Ã597 (money donations) has been sent to the Trussell Trust - 
East Dunbartonshire - again many thanks to those who contributed. 
 
Thanks must also be given to the volunteers who carried out all the  
behind the scene activities: making posies; setting up; packing and  
delivering the food donations and to the Sunday Club for designing the 
lovely cards which were delivered to the sick, housebound and members 
in nursing homes along with plants and posies. 
 

Elizabeth McEwan, Harvest Co-ordinator 
 

 
Grateful thanks from all of us to Elizabeth and her team of helpers, 

involved and decorating the Church as well as those who  
contributed and distributed the donations. 

Many thanks also to the young people who were involved in the  
Service and made our Harvest Thanksgiving very special indeed. 

 
Graham Mill, Session Clerk 
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BreakAway 

 
more Befrienders needed  

 
We are looking for additional Befrienders to help continue this very  
worthwhile outreach. Do you think that you would like to get involved?  Most 
Befrienders are on duty once every four weeks. We would be grateful if you 
could consider joining us.   
 
We currently have 12 Members who come each week and we know from 
talking to family members, how appreciative they are, knowing that their 
loved ones are having a good time in a warm, safe and welcoming  
environment. We know how much the Members (and Befrienders!) enjoy all 
the activities each week - from music, exercise, eating home baking,  
company and games.   
   
We have a waiting list - including referrals from people connected to 
St. Paul's -  and itôs such a shame that we canôt have any increase in 
our numbers until we have more Befrienders as there is clearly a need 

for BreakAway for our chuch and community. 
 

If you want to get involved or would like to know more, please speak to me 
or Hilary Rutherford, Kate Seller or Christine Forsyth.    

 
 

Linda Muirhead 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The monthly breakfasts have been reintroduced starting at 8am  
and will take place as follows:  

 
Saturday 26

th
 October ï United Free 

Saturday 30th November ï St.Paulôs 
 

All welcome to join this time of prayer and reflection. 


