
   

 

Milngavie 
April 2025 

Dear Friends, 

 

Easter: Embracing New Life Amidst Change 

 

As Easter approaches, weôre reminded of the powerful story of resurrection 

that lies at the heart of our faith. Itôs a season where we reflect on the life, 

death, and triumphant resurrection of Jesus ð and how these themes echo 

throughout our lives and church communities. 

 

At the heart of Easter is a profound truth: new life often requires death.  

We see this in nature, the world around us, and even within the church.  

While this may be hard to accept, death is often necessary for resurrection.  

 

The past year has brought challenges to the national church, and many have 

witnessed the painful closure of churches and signs of decline. Itôs easy to 

feel discouraged, but Easter reminds us that death is never the end. 

 

As people of faith, we embrace resurrection hope. We believe that change, 

though often painful, can lead to transformation and new beginnings. Just as 

Jesusô death led to resurrection, so too can the death of old structures lead to 

renewal within the church. 

 

Change is happening all around us, and while the church may seem in a  

season of decline, decline does not mean the end. In nature, we see how 

ócreative destructionô ð the process of disruption ð can make room for new 

life.                                                                                                           cont... 
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...cont. 

 

A great example of this is the reintroduction of wolves into Yellowstone  

National Park (you can hear about this on YouTube ñHow Wolves Change 

Riversò). The wolvesô presence disrupted the old patterns, leading to healthier 

vegetation, clearer rivers, and a more balanced ecosystem. Similarly,  

institutions must sometimes embrace disruption to create space for growth. 

 

The Apostle Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:17: ñTherefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!ò   

 

Transformation often requires letting go of the old before the new can 

emerge. Just like the wolvesô predation seemed destructive at first, the death 

of old systems can make room for new, healthier practices in the church. 

 

This season of change may feel uncomfortable, but through the death and 

resurrection we experience new lifeðboth individually and as a community. 

Just as Yellowstone became a more vibrant ecosystem after the wolves'  

return, institutions/churches that embrace the death of outdated practices can 

experience revitalisation. 

 

As we celebrate Easter, let us remember we are people of resurrection hope. 

No matter the challenges or changes we face, we are never without hope.  

 

The cross is not a symbol of defeat but the pathway to resurrection. The 

church, like all institutions, will experience renewal through the death of old 

ways, making space for new life. 

 

Please join in the Holy Week and Easter services and activities in the church 

and around Milngavie.  

           cont... 
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...cont. 

 

Iôm especially excited about my first Easter festival through flowers and 

flora. We are blessed to have such creative people in our church who use 

their gifts to bless others and share faith with the wider community.  

 

Please use this Easter season to invite others to come and join our  

growing church family ï remember many are just waiting to be invited. 

 

As always, if you'd like to talk or meet, please get in touch. Itôs my joy to 

serve and share fellowship with you. 

 

With love and blessings, Your Minister, Lynsey  

 

   email: LBrennan@churchofscotland.org.uk 
         Manse telephone no: 0141 588 6023 
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Annual Meeting of the Congregation  
 

Wednesday 19th March, 2025  
 

Session Clerkôs Report 
 
 

2024 was a year was a year of change. A long awaited year of change! 

When I look back to January 2024, Barbara OôDonnell was Interim  

Moderator. Presbytery had prevented us from calling a Minister. There 

was no AV system and we wondered when it would all end. 

 

On 13
th
 February 2024, Clyde Presbytery lifted the sist on the vacancy 

which allowed the Nominating Committee to start its work and on Sunday 

9
th
 June, the Rev. Lynsey Brennan preached as Sole Nominee which led 

to the service of Induction on Tuesday 13
th
 August. An evening to  

remember. 

 

Although the work of the Vacancy Committee is confidential, it was a  

major task undertaken on our behalf and I would like to acknowledge 

their work tonight under the leadership of Robin Easton. Thank you. 

At this point I would like to thank Barbara OôDonnell.  We are very  

grateful for the leadership, support and encouragement she gave during 

the extended vacancy. 

 

The Sunday morning services continued to be well attended with many 

watching the recording online. We are grateful for the support of Ken 

MacDonald, John Campbell and the others who have so willingly led our 

morning services during the extended vacancy. Thanks to Chris Scott 

and the team for the much appreciated recorded services each week and 

the swift change in July to live streaming with viewings from around the 

world and reuniting us with our extended family.                        cont... 
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...cont. 

 

Pastoral issues and communicating with the congregation were a major  

concern throughout the year and continue to be so.  Our thanks are due to 

the District Elders, Church Visitors and others for their phone calls and  

visits, particularly to those not connected to the internet. Also thanks to all 

who support and run the organisations within the congregation. 

 

Once again the biggest thanks is to you the members, for ensuring the life of 

the congregation has continued in these challenging times.  Thanks also to 

our dedicated employees Derek, Hugh, Jackie, and Hilary who willingly  

contribute so much to the life and smooth running of St. Paulôs.   

 

A major change in July was the installation of the Audio-Visual facility in the 

sanctuary which has enabled the services to be streamed on You-Tube.  

Thanks to all those who have come forward to assist with the new  

technology.  At the same time screens were installed which display the 

words of the hymns and allow videos and other items to be displayed during 

services. This has led to additional preparatory work behind the scenes and 

new skills developed. Thanks to all.   

 

To the many people who put in considerable hours voluntarily, to keep the 

Congregation running from finance, insurance, fabric, furnishings,  

communications, health & safety, food hygiene, safeguarding, data  

protection, the roll, Life magazine, the web-site and many others whose  

contributions are often unseen but essential to keep St. Paulôs running 

smoothly and legally.  We thank you. 

 

Once again a special mention to Derek Norval and the Choir for their  

contribution to the advent services and leading the congregation in worship 

throughout the year.  

cont... 
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...cont. 

 

To those who decorated the Church for Advent and those who tend the 

needs of our buildings and garden once again thank you.  

 

It is impossible to mention everyone but I thank you all. 

 

There were several highlights in the year. Throughout 2024, New Kilpatrick 

Church marked its 350th anniversary with a series of events which we were 

pleased to support as New Kilpatrick is our ñmotherò church. In July, Anne 

Ritchie led the Holiday Fellowship in a very successful week in Strathpeffer. 

 

Over the summer the kitchen in the Large Hall was upgraded and new St. 

Paulôs logo mugs were purchased which have been much admired. In  

October, a Congregation Conference was held over lunch after a morning 

service and a Questionnaire was circulated on the vision and mission plan 

for our Church. 

 

A highlight of the year was the Christmas Tree Festival held in December 

which was well supported by the congregation, friends and the community. 

 

Finally, to our ñnewò Minister. If I can still call you that! 

 

Lynsey, first our thanks for accepting the Call. 

 

We have all appreciated the commitment of you and your family to the  

Congregation in coming to St. Paulôs and since your induction. We gave a 

commitment to support you and we will however long the road is and how 

many ups and downs we encounter on the way.  You have brought a fresh 

approach to our Worship and installed a vision for the future.  

cont... 
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...cont. 

 

Mission is at the heart of our Christian lives. As you have said ñWe are called 

not to be a church that merely gathers for worship, but one that actively 

shares the good news of Jesus Christ through tangible acts of love, kindness 

and careò. That is our prayer with Godôs guidance. 

 

Your leadership and support to me personally and the congregation in  

general is much appreciated. 

 

Graham Mill, Session Clerk 

  
New Appointments 

 
At the Kirk Session meeting on the 12 March, Graham Mill intimated his 
resignation as Session Clerk. 
 
Rhona Raeburn agreed to take over as Session Clerk and Lachie McNeill 
was appointed Assistant Session Clerk with Scott Adair remaining as  
Depute Session Clerk. 
 
With the Trustees meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Congregation to 
be held the following Wednesday, it was agreed the changes would take 
effect after these meetings. 
 
Scott Adair thanked Graham for his term as Session Clerk (see page 8). 
 
Also at the meeting, Graham Mill agreed to take over as Treasurer and a 
special thanks was expressed to Barbara Lawson for managing our  
financial affairs for the past four years and in particular the work on the  
Annual Accounts. 
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Vote of thanks from Scott Adair to Graham Mill 

 

It is my pleasure on behalf of the Kirk Session and the Congregation to 

be able to propose a vote of thanks for the remarkable contributions of 

Graham Mill, who has served as the Session Clerk at St. Paul's Church 

over the last 11 years with unwavering dedication and commitment. As 

Graham retires from his role, we can only be thankful for the countless 

ways he has enriched our church community. He has of course served 

us through what might be termed as the biblical punishment term as a 

Session Clerk. Not only was he the Session Clerk when his house was 

flooded (punishment number 1), he was also there to lead us through 

the famine of not having a minister (punishment number 2). Perhaps we 

should all be glad he is retiring before the locusts descend upon us! 

Grahamôs leadership and guidance have been a cornerstone of our 

church's success over the last ten years. His ability to navigate the 

above challenges together with everything that came along with Covid 

has inspired us all. He has been a source of strength and support,  

always ready to lend a helping hand and offer a kind word.  

Thank you, Graham, for your years of service, your dedication, and your 

unwavering commitment to our church.  

We would have liked to wish you all the best in your retirement but     

instead we can congratulate you in your new role as Treasurer! 

 

Thank you 

Scott Adair, Deputy Session Clerk 
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Free Will Offering Envelopes 

Free Will Offering Envelopes for dates April 2025 - March 2026                                          
are now available for collection at the back of the Church. 

Jill Wallis WFO Treasurer 

Scottish Bible Society 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Bible 
Sunday Appeal. The total sum donated was 
Ã884.50.  
 
When Gift Aid has been claimed this will increase 
the total to Ã997.00 ï enough to support the printing 

of 553 Bibles  
in China or to provide paper and support  

for two full-church remote Bible  
distribution projects. 

 

Frances Ireland 
 
 

Share the hope of Jesus this Easter! 
Easter provides an amazing opportunity to share the hope that can 
only be found in Jesus with our friends, families, neighbours and wider 
community. 
 
Wonder Walks is a genuine all-age interactive handbook to help you 

read, think and talk about the Easter story as you go on 
a walk. Eight different walks take you from Jesusô  
triumphal entrance into Jerusalem to his death and  
resurrection. 
 

 

    
   
     Explore the Easter story outdoors! 
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Report from the Finance Team: 
 

Our Church Budget for 2025 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we look forward to another year of activity at St. Paulôs, it is important 
for us all to be aware of the financial situation of our Church. 
 
We have been extremely fortunate in the past, with the generosity  
bestowed on St. Paulôs by many of our past members, which has built up 
substantial reserves.  
 
However in recent times,  it has been necessary to utilise some of these 
reserves to maintain our Church buildings and to invest in modern Audio 
and Vision upgrades in the Sanctuary. This has resulted in a reduction in 
funds of Ã191,279 during 2024. 
 
Looking forward, the budget set for 2025 for general income and  
expenditure has revealed a predicted deficit of Ã Ã36,804.  
 
This excludes expenditure on projects, such as the new pastoral assistant 
or fabric repairs during 2025.  
 
For your information, members of the Kirk Session have agreed to pledge 
financial support towards the cost of our new Pastoral Assistant.   
           
Projected general expenditure shows an increase of 4.8% while projected 
income from offerings and tax recovery is static. 
 
Over the last 5 years, according to the Consumer Price Index, inflation has 
been 27.44%.  

cont... 
 
 



11  

 

...cont. 
 
It is clear that the income from offerings has not kept up with inflation, while 
costs have risen substantially. This is a scenario that will be familiar to you 
all, as seen in our own household budgets. 
 
The Finance Team of St. Paulôs is grappling with how we might remedy the 
situation and while our Church still has healthy reserves, it is not prudent to 
run annual budget deficits. 
 
In the first instance we would respectfully ask everyone to review their  
offerings in light of the recent impact of inflation.  
 
The various methods of regular giving are noted below and advice or  
guidance on how to facilitate an increase or begin offerings, is available from 
the undernoted members of the Finance team.   
 
 
 Bank Standing Orders     77% of all offerings 
 Open Plate       13% of all offerings 
 Gift Aid envelopes       5% of all offerings 
 WFO Envelopes       3% of all offerings 
 Gift Aid cheques       2% of all offerings. 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this article. 
 

 
The Finance Team 

 
Convenor ï Brian Adair Tel 0141 956 3070 

 
Vice Convenor ï Gordon Fairbrother Tel 0141 563 8698 

 
Graham Mill ï Church Treasurer Tel 0141 956 5155 

 
Jackie Pirie ï Finance Assistant Tel 0141 956 1790 

 
Jill Wallis ï Free Will Offerings  Mob 07786123595 

 
Jill Foggo ï Gift Aid Convenor Tel 0141 956 6764 
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Joyful Noise 
 

Milngavie United Free Church  
13
th  
April at 6:30pm 
Palm Sunday 

Rev. Lynsey BrennanðGuest Preacher 

Anyone who loves Jesus and wants to worship 
Him in music with instrument or voice,  
regardless of age or ability or church  
membership is welcome to join us to Make a 
Joyful Noise to the Lord!  

A group of passionate young people from local churches in Bearsden and 

Milngavie have come together to form a praise group called Joyful 

Noise. Theyôll be leading a special service of worship and praise on Palm 

Sunday, and theyôd love for others to join in!   

This is a fantastic chance for young Christians to come together,   

strengthen their faith, and celebrate who Jesus is. Itôs also a meaningful 

opportunity for adults to show their encouragement by attending and    

supporting the young people as they share their gifts for Godôs glory.  

Letôs rally around our youth, inspire their faith journeys, and remind them 

that they are a valued and essential part of the wider church.  Please come 

along to support them. 

  

 Walk of Witness 
 

Through Milngavie Precinct  
on  

Good Friday, 18
th 
April 

 
 
 

Starting at Gavinôs Mill at 11:00am  
with refreshments afterwards in St. Paulôs 

https://www.milngavie.church/event/joyful-noise-4/
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Holy Week Evening Services  
United Free Church, Craigdhu Road  

at 7.30pm  
Monday 14th April ï Friday 18th April, 2025  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
 
Igal Vender will be preaching.   
Igal represents IMJ (International Mission to Jewish people) and has a  
connection with Ukraine. IMJ is what used to be CWI - Christian Witness to 
Israel. 
 
 
Thursday and Friday 
 
Mark Stirling will be preaching.   
Mark is from the Chalmers Institute. 
 
 

Rev. Bruce McDowall  
Interim Moderator at United Free Church,  

will lead communion on  
Thursday. 

 
 
 

Offerings after expenses have been defrayed will be given to IMJ.  
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Easter Festival 
at St. Paulôs 

(15
th
 April ï 18

th
 April) 

 

We are all looking forward to sharing the 
Easter Story through fabric and flowers.  
The displays have been designed by     
various organisations and promise to be 
both beautiful and thought-provoking.  
 

 
The dates and times of the Festival are: 

 
Tuesday 15

th
 April  10:00am ï 4:00pm 

 
Wednesday 16

th
 April 10:00am ï 4:00pm 

 
Thursday 17

th
 April  10:00am ï 6:00pm 

 
Friday 18

th
 April  10:00am ï 4:00pm 

 

There will be a childrenôs craft area as well as a tea-room. 

 

There are sign-up sheets at 
the back of the church for  
stewarding and helping in the 
tea-room.  It would be lovely 
if you could spare some time 
to volunteer. 

 

 

Marilyn Ure 
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The Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper 
 

The Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper  
will be celebrated on Easter Sunday, 20

th
 April  

during the morning service 
led by the Rev. Lynsey Brennan.  
 
 
The white linen cloths will be on alternate pews and we would ask you to 
sit only in these pews. This will allow an elder to serve you with bread 
and wine from the pew in front. There will be stewards to assist you and 
we hope that this will not distract from the meaning of the celebration.  
 

District Elders will not be distributing cards for this service. 

 
 

Milngavie Churches Prayer Breakfast  
 

    The next Milngavie Churches  
    Prayer Breakfast  

                    is on 
     Saturday 26

th
 April  

    from 8:00am until 9:25am  
    at  

    Milngavie United Free Church   
 
 
 

All welcome ð breakfast from 8:00am and a time of prayer from 8:45am,   
 with the hosting church leading the prayer time. 

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland  
(Saturday 17th

 May -Thursday 22
nd
 May)  

will be attended by Lynsey and Rhona 
Raeburn.  
 
Full details are available on the Church of 
Scotland web-site and live proceedings 
will be available online. 
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Lent Saturday Morning Services at St. Paulôs 
 

9:30 - 10:00am 
 
 

 
 

Living Water for the Soul   
 

Saturday 5th April 2025 :  Jenny Wally (Bearsden Baptist Church) 
 

Scripture: John 4:13-14 (Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well) 
 

Theme: Jesus as the living water that quenches our deepest thirst.  
 

 

The Garden of Surrender  
 

Saturday 12
th

 April 2025: Stephen Thoms 
 

Scripture: Matthew 26:36-39 (Jesus prays in Gethsemane) 
 

Theme: Surrendering our will to God, as Jesus did in the garden.  
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Sunday Morning Sermon Series through Lent:  

"Walking in the Way of Jesus" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 6
th
 April    "The Way of Resurrection Life" 

         Passage: John 11:1-45 

          Theme: Moving from spiritual death to  

                 new life in Christ ð what does  

                    resurrection life look like today? 

 

 

Palm Sunday 

Sunday 13
th
 April      "The Way of the King" 

       Passage: Matthew 21:1-11 

       Theme: Recognising Jesus as King   

             and choosing to follow Him fully,  

                           not just when itôs easy. 

 

 

Easter Sunday 

Sunday 20
th
 April       "The Way of New Life" 

     Passage: John 20:1-18 

        Theme: The resurrection and what it  

                 means to live as resurrection  

                                                                    people every day. 
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       Menôs Association Coffee Morning   
Saturday, 5th April  
10:00-12:00 

 
to raise funds for a Defibrillator 

 
 
Please come along and support us as we raise funds to buy a  
Defibrillator (for attaching to the outside wall of the Large Hall). 
This is a tremendous opportunity to show how much the Church has the 
community in the centre of its witness. 
 
Thanks in advance to our bakers who provide wonderful donations of  
scones, pancakes, cakes and candy as well as marmalades and jams.  
We are so grateful for all your donations. 
 
Weôll be setting up the Large Hall on Friday 4

th
 April (3:00- 4:00pm) and 

helpers then or on the day will be very welcome. 

 
We are hoping that there will be a grand turnout for such a worthwhile 
cause and look forward to seeing you at the Coffee Morning, where First 
Responders (our local supporters for Defibrillators) will be in attendance.   
 

Brian Adair 

Christian Aid 

Soup and Roll Lunch 

Sunday, 6th April  

(after Morning Service) 

Last year we raised Ã751 at our soup and roll lunch - 
letõs see if we can beat this!! 
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St. Paulôs Church 
Unitary Constitutionï Committees 

 
Worship and Discipleship Team* 
Lynsey Brennan (Convenor) Alison Bates (Vice-Convenor) 
Ross Deuchar, Cathy Madson, George Mitchell, Linda Muirhead, Derek 
Norval and Douglas Rogerson. 
 

Pastoral Team 
Robin Easton (Convenor) Elizabeth McEwan (Vice-Convenor) 
Nan Cattanach, Eleanor Easton, Mairi McCreadie,  Marylyn Taggart and 
Margaret White. 
 

Mission and Outreach Team 
Janice Maclean (Convenor) Fiona Shaw (Vice-Convenor) 
Gregor Bates, Steven McFarlane, Anne Ritchie, Audrey Simmons and 
Marilyn Ure. 
 

Children and Youth Team* 
Nimmi Whitelaw (Convenor) Neil Rankine (Vice-Convenor) 
Amanda Price, Sue Rollings. 
 

Fabric Team 
Roy Prentice (Convenor) Lachie McNeill (Vice-Convenor) 
Rod Barlow, Hugh McGorm and Mark Mcilfatrick. 
 

Finance Team  
Brian Adair (Convenor) Gordon Fairbrother (Vice-Convenor) 
Barbara Lawson, Jackie Pirie, Sheila Prentice, Kate Seller, Jill Wallis and 
Arthur Wylie. 
 

Communications Team 
Carla Boyd and Stephen Thoms (Joint Convenors) 
Samuel Brennan, Maggie Conway and Neil Rollings. 
 
Notes: 
1. The Moderatorôs Committee to be the Minister, The Clerks, The Treasurer and       
the Convenors. 
 
2. Stewardship will be dealt with partly under Finance and partly under Mission & 
Outreach. 
 
3.The Teams will be able to co-opt members as and when required. 
 
* denotes teams where there are TBC appointments. 
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Communications Team: 
 

AV/Social Media 
 

Our Audio Visual system was installed  
in July last year and since then, we hope youôll 
agree, thereôs been a significant enhancement  
in our ability to engage with our community,  
both in-person and online. 
 

 
 
Due to the increased demand 
and the expanded capabilities of 
our  AV system, we are seeking  
volunteers to join the team. 
Whether you're  tech-savvy or 
eager to learn, we welcome all 
who are interested in  
contributing to this vital ministry.   
 
 
 

Training will be provided, and it's a fantastic  opportunity to gain  
experience with cutting-edge technology while serving our community.   
 
As you may have noticed, the Sunday morning services are by no means 
perfect but making mistakes is part of the learning experience!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Media Engagement 
In tandem with the new AV system, weôve 
been trying to improve our social media  
engagement.  We regularly post updates about the Churchôs life via  
Facebook.  These posts are then shared with the wider community.  Last 
month, roughly 5000 people read/interacted with the Churchôs Facebook 
page which shows there is tremendous potential to spread the Gospel 
and share the good work that happens in the Church.   

 
cont... 

 



21  

 

 
...cont. 
 
If youôre on Facebook ï please share the posts from the Church, and/or 
ñlikeò or ñloveò them with the thumbs up/love heart icon.  As you can 
imagine, on the Bearsden and Milngavie Facebook page, there are  
hundreds of posts, but if a post is liked/loved, it will be displayed  
prominently to everyone (particularly those who havenôt seen it before).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Paulôs Church Website 
The Churchôs website is also a fantastic outreach to the community.  It    
receives about 1500 unique visitors every month, with 6000 page views.  
 
If you have an event that you would like publicised on the website, please 
contact the AV team.  Hopefully weôll ensure that information is kept in 
synch across social media and the website. 
 
We welcome feedback about the use of the AV system. 

If you would like to know more about how it works/get involved, please 

speak to someone at the AV desk on a Sunday morning,  

or email audiovisual@stpaulsmilngavie.org.uk 

 

 
   Coffee Morning at St. Paulôs 

   Saturday 3rd May, 10:00-12:00 
 

    hosted by the Sunday Club,  
    this is our Cherry Blossom Fair when we 
    raise money for OMF, Japan 

     

mailto:audiovisual@stpaulsmilngavie.org.uk
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Easter Egg Appeal 
 
Donations of Easter Eggs can be left at the back 
of the Church until Palm Sunday.  
 
The eggs will be distributed to The Lodging 
House Mission and The City Mission Child and 
Family Centre in Govan.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Envelopes for monetary donations will be available. 
 
 
 
 

The Beacon (Lunch Club) 
 

will be closed on  
 

Wednesday, 9
th
 April  

and  
Wednesday, 16th April. 

 
We will open again after the Easter Break  

on Wednesday, 23
rd
 April 
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Guild News 

                           
After a very busy month the Guild session closed with our 
AGM and Afternoon Tea. 
 
However, in order for Guild members to keep in touch over 
the summer months and have an enjoyable Afternoon Tea, 
two dates have been booked at Caulders (Mugdock).   
 
The dates are: 
 
Monday 16th June at 2:00pm 
Monday 25

th
 August at 2:00pm 

 
Please see Kate Seller if you are interested in attending. 
 
 
Plans are underway to celebrate 125 years of the Guild in St. Paulôs in    
October but keep the following date in your diary! 
 

 
 

 
Elizabeth McEwan 

 
Anniversary Fundraising Concert  
Saturday 10th May at 2:00pm 

at 
St. Paulôs  

 
                                  This is a fundraising event by  

ñClose Shaveñ  
Tickets Ã5 (available from  

Fiona Dorrall - Guild Treasurer,  
Elizabeth McEwan - President or outside the 

Church Office. 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us for tea at 
2pm  

followed by the concert at 3pm.   
 

Come along and why not bring a friend? 
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Dipping into the Past 
 
 
Perhaps, like me, there are certain hymns which have stuck in your mind 
ever since you were a child.   
 
For me, especially, at Easter, the hymn ï There is a green hill far away is 
one of these hymns which is evocative of childhood Easters. 
 
I thought that I would like to share with you something of its author ï Cecil 
Frances Alexander, who, again, perhaps like me, you might have always 
thought of as being a gentleman. 
 

Hereôs a picture of Cecil Frances Alexander: 

 

Cecil was born in Dublin in April 1818 and died in Derry in 1895, aged 77. 

 
Her most notable work is Hymns for Little Children and as well as There is a 
green hill far away, she also wrote All things bright and beautiful and Once 
in Royal Davidôs City.  To me, it makes perfect sense finding out that she 
wrote hymns for children as I think this is exemplified in all of these hymns, 
profound but child-like in their presentation and imagery. 
 
In October 1850, Cecil married William Alexander who was an Anglican  
clergyman and who became the Bishop of Derry and Archbishop of Armagh. 
She was six years older than the clergyman, causing great family concern 
but that seems to have all turned out well, in the end. 

cont... 
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...cont. 
 
Cecil did at one stage, fall under criticism because of her endorsement of 
the class system as exemplified in the now removed third verse of All Things 
Bright and Beautiful: 
 
The rich man in his castle, 
The poor man at his gate, 
God made them high or lowly, 
And ordered their estate. 
 
Cecil spent much of her time devoted to charitable work and money from her 
publications helped to build and establish the following:  the Derry and 
Raphoe Diocesan Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, the Derry Home 
for Fallen Women and the development of a district nurses service. 
 
Along with her husband, Cecil is buried in Derry City Cemetery.  

This is the stained glass 
window in memory of 
Cecil Frances Alexander, 
which is in St Columb's 
Cathedral, Derry.   

The left panel refers to 
Once in Royal David's 
City with the scene of the 
Nativity.  

The centre panel refers to 
There is a green hill far 
away with Jesus Christ 
after he rose from the 
dead in front of the hill 
where he was crucified. 

 

The right panel refers to The Golden Gates Are Lifted Up with the scene of 
the holy city, new Jerusalem, in heaven with open gates.   

 

Hilary Rutherford 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocese_of_Derry_and_Raphoe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocese_of_Derry_and_Raphoe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fallen_woman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Columb%27s_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Columb%27s_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Once_in_Royal_David%27s_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Once_in_Royal_David%27s_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvary
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Thank you for the thoughtful cheque donation of 
£1250.23 collected from the Coffee Morning event 
�K�H�O�G���E�\���%�U�H�D�N�$�Z�D�\���D�W���6�W�����3�D�X�O�·�V���3�D�U�L�V�K���&�K�X�U�F�K��
and for choosing to support  
�$�O�]�K�H�L�P�H�U���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G�·�V���(�D�V�W���'�X�Q�E�D�U�W�R�Q�V�K�L�U�H�� 
Services. At the present time we estimate that there 
are over 90,000 people living with dementia in 
Scotland and it is predicted that this number will 
continue to significantly increase in the coming 
years.  Alsheimer Scotland aims to provide as 
much support as possible and to make sure that  
no - one faces dementia alone. Your gift will help us 
to continue to try to achieve this.  

St. Paulôs Church Society Cards 
 
The total amount raised so far for Ronald McDonald 
House, Glasgow stands at Ã465.  
 
 
 
 

Since the selling of cards began a few years ago, Ã8,600 has been sent 
to various charities.  
 
Thank you for your continued support in this venture. 
 
Easter cards are now available and some examples have been placed 
beside the main card stand.  
 
All cards still priced at Ã1. 
 

Elizabeth McEwan 


