
   

 

Milngavie 
January 2025 

Love Came Down at Christmas 

Dear Church Family, 

As we step into the new year, I want to take a moment to reflect on the  

profound message we embraced during our Advent season:  

Love came down at Christmas.  

It is a message that resonates deeply, reminding us that the very essence of 

Christmas is found in Godôs ultimate act of love ð sending His Son, Jesus, to 

be born among us. This love is not abstract or distant; it is a love that draws 

near, that transforms, and that calls us to love others in the same way. 

 

My first Christmas at St. Paulôs was an absolute joy as I saw a church family 

united in faith and service for the benefit of others. The amount of  

organisation, preparation and volunteering needed to run a successful  

Christmas tree festival was one example of this, an out-reach activity that 

demonstrated the love we have for Jesus ócoming downô to those within our 

community.   

 

Our sermons throughout Advent on 1 Corinthians 13, challenged us to  

consider what it means to truly love, not in fleeting emotions, but in a way that 

is patient, kind, humble, and self-sacrificial. 

  

The Apostle Paulôs words speak directly to us as a church:  

ñLove is patient, love is kind... It does not dishonour others,  

it is not self-seeking...  

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveresò  

                                (1 Corinthians 13:4-7)    conté. 
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...cont. 

These verses invite us to examine how we are living out this kind of love in 

our relationships with one another, with our community, and with those who 

do not yet know the love of Christ. 

 

As we move forward into this new year, I believe God is calling us to be a 

church that reflects His love ð active, engaged, and ever-ready to serve. 

The love that came down at Christmas isnôt just something we celebrate 

once a year; it is a love that we are called to live out every day. It is a love 

that calls us to go beyond our comfort zones, to meet others where they are, 

and to extend the grace and hope that we have received through Jesus. 

 

This year, letôs focus on being a church that lives 1 Corinthians 13  

ð not just in our words, but in our actions.  

 

Letôs be a church that seeks to serve, to listen, and to love with the same 

heart that Jesus showed us. We are called not to be a church that merely 

gathers for worship, but one that actively shares the good news of Jesus 

Christ through tangible acts of love, kindness, and care. And this is what we 

will be exploring with the Rt. Rev. Dr. Martin Fair in the new year at our  

mission conference on Saturday 15
th
 February 2025.  

 

Following this, we hope to have formed a vision/mission plan that will steer 

us moving forward to help us keep intentional in our acts of love to our  

community. 

 

As we look ahead, I encourage each of us to ask:  

 

How can I be a vessel of Godôs love  

in my household, workplace and community?  

 

           cont... 
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...cont.  

Whether itôs through serving the marginalised, caring for the broken, or  

simply offering a kind word or a listening ear,  let it be known for the love that 

comes down from Christ, transforming our hearts and leading us to love  

others in His name. 

 

In this season of new beginnings, let us remember that love is more than an 

emotion ð it is a calling. A calling to be the hands and feet of Jesus, to be 

His light in the world, and to live out the truth that love always comes down to 

meet the needs of others. 

 

May 2025 be a year where our church reflects the love of Christ in powerful 

ways and may we all grow deeper in our understanding of what it means to 

love as He loves. 

 

Blessings to you all in this New Year. 

In Christôs love, 

 

Your Minister, Lynsey  
 

            
email: LBrennan@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 Manse telephone no: 0141 588 6023 

 
 

Our Minister Lynsey Brennan will be on holiday  
from Monday, 30

th
 December until Monday, 13

th
 January.   

 
If you require pastoral assistance at this time please contact  

Rev. Ramsay Shields (0141 577 9171) 
or the Session Clerk, Graham Mill (956 5155).    
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Future Morning Services 

 
 

 5
th 
 January    Lorna Ferguson OMF Japan 

 
 12

th 
January    Lorna Ferguson  OMF Japan 

 
 19

th
 January  (Communion) Rev. Lynsey Brennan 

 
 26

th
 January    Rev. Lynsey Brennan 

  
The Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper 

 
The Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper  
will be celebrated on Sunday,19

th
 January  

during the morning service  
led by the Rev. Lynsey Brennan.  
 
 
The white linen cloths will be on alternate pews and we would ask you to sit 
only in these pews. This will allow an elder to serve you with bread and wine 
from the pew in front. There will be stewards to assist you and we hope that 
this will not distract from the meaning of the celebration.  
 

District Elders will not be distributing cards for this service. 

 
 

The next Milngavie Churches Prayer Breakfast  
is on 

 Saturday 25
th 
January 

from 8:00am until 9:25am  
at St. Andrewôs Church   

 
 
 
 

All welcome ð breakfast from 8:00am and a time of prayer from 8:45am. 
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Unitary Constitution 
 

The General Trustees of the Church of Scotland have authorised our 
transfer to the Unitary Constitution from 1

st
 January, 2025.  

 
As you may be aware the Congregational Board has now ceased to     
operate and a new management structure will be brought to the            
Kirk Session in January.  
 
Until the new structure is agreed and operating, the former Board       
committees will continue to function and report to the Kirk Session. 

 

Graham Mill, Session Clerk 
 

            
Final Congregational Board meeting on 4th December 2024 

 
As mentioned above, St. Paulôs moved to the Unitary Constitution with 
effect from 1

st 
January 2025.  

 
As there is no Congregational Board under the Unitary Constitution, the 
meeting of the Congregational Board on 4

th
 December 2024 was the last 

ever meeting of the Board.  
 
At that meeting I referred to the fact that, as Clerk to the Board, I had the 
privilege of having ready access to Board minutes going back over many 
decades and they were a remarkable record of service by so many       
members of St. Paulôs over so many years.  
 
It was good to reflect on that service and give thanks for it while  
remaining very conscious that the work would continue under a different 
organisational structure and there would be every opportunity for  
continuing service.  
 
At a personal level I wish to express my thanks to all who served on the 
Board over the last five years for their constant encouragement and  
support to me as Clerk. 

                                                                                                                             

Lachlan McNeill                                  
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Thank You 
 
 
2024 was a year of change with the call to the Rev. Lynsey Brennan to 
the charge of Baldernock linked with St. Paulôs.  
 
Lynsey was inducted by Clyde Presbytery at a service on Tuesday,13

th
 

August.   
 
This ended the requirement for an Interim Moderator and we are very 
grateful for the leadership, support and encouragement of the Rev. 
Barbara OôDonnell during the extended vacancy.   
 
Thanks also to our dedicated employees, Derek, Hugh, Jackie and 
Hilary who willingly contribute so much to the life and smooth running 
of St. Paulôs.  
 
Particular thanks to Barbara and Jackie, the finance team and to the 
many people who put in considerable hours voluntarily, to keep the 
Congregation running.  From finance, insurance, fabric, furnishings, 
communications, health & safety, food hygiene, safeguarding, data 
protection, editing Life magazine, the roll and many others whose   
contributions are often unseen but essential to keep St. Paulôs running 
smoothly and legally.  
 
A major change in July was the installation of the Audio-Visual facility 
in the sanctuary which has enabled the services to be streamed on 
You-Tube.  Thanks to all those who have come forward to assist with 
the new technology.  At the same time screens were installed which 
display the words of the hymns and allow videos and other items to be 
displayed during services. This has led to additional preparatory work 
behind the scenes and new skills developed. Thanks to all.  
 
Special mention to Derek Norval and the Choir for their contribution to 
the Advent services and leading the congregation in worship     
throughout the year.  
 
To those who decorated the church for Advent and those who tend the 

needs of our buildings and garden, once again thank you.  
 

It is impossible to mention everyone but I thank you all. 
 

Graham Mill, Session Clerk 
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Prayer Group 
 

Each week 
members of our congregation meet for prayer  

praying for our church family,  
our local area and people, 

 and  
issues in the wider world.  

 
 
 
 

We meet on a Monday evening,  
7.30 pm - 8.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall.  

 
 

We are always happy to see new faces, 
so please come and join us 

 we would be delighted to see you. 
 

 

 
Coffee Morning at St. Paulôs 

 
 
Our next monthly coffee morning takes place in 

the Large Hall  
on Saturday, 1st February, 10:00 ñ 12:00  

 
Suggested entry donation: Ã2:50 

    (or whatever you would like to donate!!) 
 

It will be hosted by BreakAway and proceeds will be given to  
Alzheimer Scotland. 

  
   Donations of baking will be gratefully received,  as will  

 volunteers for helping in the kitchen or serving.  There will be 
 sign-up sheets at the back of the church nearer the time. 

 
 

It would be lovely if you were able to come along and support us! 
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Thank you for praying for my transition back to Scotland. I got  
everything in my house packed up and safely put into storage and then 
had a wonderful time in Bangkok celebrating Daniel and Yadaõs wedding. 
 
I am now back in Scotland until around August for what used to be 
called a furlough and is now called a òHome Assignmentó.  This is a time 
when missionaries return to their home countries for a period. We can 
see that Paul and Barnabas did this after their first missionary journey 
when they returned to Antioch. Acts 14:27-28 tells us that òOn arriving 
there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had 
done through them and how he had opened a door of faith to the  
Gentiles. And they stayed there a long time with the disciples.ó 
 
There are at least five purposes in a Home Assignment: 
 
1. Reporting - to churches, and other groups or people who support us, 
about our ministry and what God has been doing. I will also be able to 
share about where I hope to serve next in Japan and about 
the needs there. 
 
2. Reunion - with family, friends, and supporting churches. It is great to 
be able to catch up with people and also meet new people (including new 
ministers!) in our churches. 
 
3. Rest and renewal - living and serving in a different language and  
culture is tiring and it is important to take some time out to rest. 
 
4. Re-equipping - for more effective service. When I go back to Japan,  
I hope to be serving in a Japanese church so I plan to study some more 
Japanese language and culture during my Home Assignment and also 
learn some Biblical Greek! 
 
5. Recruiting - asking God to raise more people who will pray for Japan 
and also some who will go themselves. 
 
The plan is to return to Japan later in the year. I hope to be able to 
share soon where I hope to serve for the next few years.  
 
By the end of each Home Assignment we also need to receive medical 
and financial clearance to return, as confirmation that this is indeed 
what God has planned.                                                                    cont... 

Japan Jottings 
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...cont. 
 
I am based at my parentsõ house in Kinross but plan to be through in 
Milngavie and Bearsden quite a few times over the next months.  
I hope I will be able to catch up, or perhaps get to know, many of you 
during those times.  
 
In the meantime, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all 
for your interest in, and support and prayers for me and my family and 
for Godõs work in Japan over the past years. I do not take it for granted 
and give thanks to God for you all. 
 

Wishing each one of you a blessed New Year. 
 

Lorna 

Epiphany  

 

Many Christians around the world 

annually celebrate Epiphany on   

6
th

January.  Epiphany is one of the 

oldest Christian feasts  and  

Epiphany refers not only to the day itself but  to the church 

season that follows it.  It has been  celebrated since the end 

of the  second century, before the Christmas holiday was  

established.   It is a public holiday in many countries and 

marks two events in Jesus Christõs life, according to the  

Bible. The first event was when the three wise men, or kings, 

visited infant Jesus. The second event was when  John the 

Baptist baptised Jesus.  

Children in Spain fill their shoes with straw or grain for 

the three kingsõ horses to eat and place them on balconies 

or by the front door on Epiphany Eve. The next day they 

find cookies, sweets or gifts in their place. The òthree kingsó 

make an entry in many cities in Spain on Epiphany Eve, 

accompanied by military bands and drummers in  

medieval dress.  
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Christmas Tree Festival 

This yearôs Christmas Tree Festival was a great success in several ways!  
 
 

¶ Hundreds of visitors came to St. Paulôs, many returned more than 
once. 

¶ The beautifully decorated trees were a big attraction as were          
the talented musicians from many sections of the community. 

¶ The tearoom was a favourite meeting place. 

¶ Several classes from local schools came to see all the trees and  
especially the one they had decorated!  

¶ The competition for children proved popular once again and the  
winner was Ella Cook, aged 7, who is a Primary 3 pupil at Clober 
Primary School.  

 
Intense debates took place as visitors decided which was their favourite 
tree and the results were: 
 

 1
st 

  Milngavie Primary School 
2
nd
  1

st
 Milngavie Girl Guides  

          3
rd
   20

th
 Glasgow (1

st
 Milngavie) Scouts.  

 
The committee was thrilled to see and feel the interest and enthusiasm 
generated within the whole community by the event; this was encouraged 
by unprecedented publicity from the Milngavie and Bearsden Herald.  
 
We were equally thrilled by the really generous donations from visitors, 
which resulted in our being able to give cheques for Ã1,600 to each of our 
three nominated charities - Glasgow City Mission, CHAS and Funding 
Neuro.   A short ceremony to hand over the cheques took place a week 
after the Festival ended, to the great delight of each organisation. 
 
The organising committee comprises members of most of the other 
churches in Milngavie and, as before, we really enjoyed working together 
with them and the volunteers they enlisted from their congregations. The 
bulk of the work fell to St. Paulôs people, however, because it was always 
necessary to have one of our members óon dutyô both in the church and 
the tearoom. We want to thank once again the many volunteers from the    
congregation who helped so willingly in a variety of ways throughout the 
Festival. Without your involvement the event could not have taken place 
and we really appreciate everything you contributed to its success.  
 

Jean Scott and Eleanor Easton 
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Morning Coffee Fellowship 

 
We would like to thank you all for supporting and  

joining in the fellowship for coffee  
after the morning services.     

 
By the beginning of December, Ã2,636.87 had been raised 
through the fellowship after the services in 2024.   
 

As a result we were able to send donations of :- 
 

* Ã1,500 to the Beatson Cancer Charity - Wellbeing Centre  

* Ã500 to St Rollox Community Outreach Programme  

* Ã500 to the Preshal Trust. 
 

 Jackie Pirie and Maggie Conway  

Stewardship Committee 

The Stewardship committee would like to express our sincere thanks to all 
the volunteers in the congregation who gave so willingly of their time and 
talents in the run up to Christmas. As a result, around 1800 households in 
our Parish received a Christmas Card with a message from our minister and 
information with regard to the Christmas Tree Festival and our Church  
services over the Christmas Season. 
 
Thanks again to the volunteers who hopefully also benefited from the  
considerable exercise of climbing stairs, walking the streets and getting to 
know all the nooks and crannies of our Parish! 

 

Gordon Fairbrother 
Stewardship Convener  

Thank You 
 

Rosemary Fraser would like to thank everyone for 
their cards, messages and visits throughout the year.   

 
She would also like St. Paulõs folk to know that you are 
in her prayers and that she is very grateful for the 

love and fellowship of her church family. 
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The Story Behind The Name 
 
Our churchôs WW1 war memorial is beside the pulpit at the front of the 
church. It contains the names of the men who served and a list of those 
killed. Just underneath is a smaller list of those who were killed in WW2. 
The war memorial plaques in St. Paulôs display names but not stories  
behind the names.  I am hoping to be able to find out and share some of 
these stories with you. 
 
Thomas West  
Thomas was a bus driver employed by Alexander & Sons.  
He lived with his wife Elizabeth and four daughters in one of the tenement 
flats (now demolished) at 26 Sinclair Street, Milngavie.  Thomas was a  
member of St. Paulôs church.  

 
Alexander & Sons  
Wartime bus 

 
 
On the evening of the 13

th
 

March, Thomas was  
driving the Number 9 bus 
and had parked his bus at 
the terminus in West  
Thomson Street in  
Clydebank. 

 
This was the infamous first 
night of the Clydebank blitz.  
 
Thomas must have realised 
very quickly as the bombs started to fall around him that he was in mortal 
danger. Before he could act, the bus was machine-gunned by a passing  
German bomber. The bus windows shattered and a large shard of glass  
severely injured him. 
 
An eye witness described what happened to him.  
 
Helen Robertson was running nearby on her way to shelter at Clydebank 
school: During this, of course, it was very noisy, with the roar of the flame  
and the incessant drone of low flying planes. One plane, I remember  
seeing it as plain as anything, was actually below the level of the flames.  
There was a Number 9 bus at the terminus at our close and that plane  
machine-gunned that bus. There was a high wall between us and Albert 
Road houses and we could see, right along the length of the wall,  
machine-gun bullets.ò  
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Thomas had been mortally wounded and lost a lot of blood before he was  
evacuated to Robroyston Hospital. It was his familyôs wish that he should 
come back home to Milngavie and he was returned home where he died on 
the 17

th
 March, 4 days after he was injured. He is buried in Hillfoot  

Cemetery. 
 

Over the two nights of bombing (13
th
 and 14

th
 March 1941),  

1,200 people died, 1,000 people were seriously injured,  
and hundreds more were injured by blast debris.  

 
 

Out of approximately 12,000 houses, only eight remained undamaged  with 
4,000 completely destroyed and 4,500 severely damaged.    

Over 35,000 people were made homeless. 
 

 
 

Clydebank bomb  
damage 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert  
Rutherford 
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Guild News 

                           
As reported in last monthôs Life magazine,  
December was a busy month for Guild members. 
 
In addition to our normal meetings, some members  
attended the annual Guilds Together Christmas Carol  
Service which was held in Dumbarton Parish Church. Members were asked 
to donate gifts for the charity Children 1

st
 and St. Paulôs Guild donated over 

a hundred art and craft gifts for this event  - many thanks to everyone who 
donated. 
 
We finished the month with a lovely afternoon of fellowship with a 3 course 
Christmas Lunch. 
 
The Guild meets again on Monday, 6

th
 January when we will welcome Fiona 

Hennebry who will tell us about the charity Bags Full of Love. 

 
Everyone is most welcome to join us in the Large Hall  

on a Monday afternoon at 2pm. 
 

Elizabeth McEwan 

Heartfelt Thanks from the Lodging House 
Mission 

 
I am writing to acknowledge and thank you and 
the congregation at St. Paulõs Milngavie for the 

fantastic Christmas Card sales of Ã711 to assist us in our work with 
people who have lived experience of homelessness, vulnerability and 
social exclusion and are guests of our centre at the Lodging House 
Mission here in Glasgow. 

 
We are very aware that we can only carry out the work we do at LHM 
thanks to the generosity of supporters such as yourselves. On behalf 
of everyone at LHM, please pass on our heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who contributed and continues to support our work through prayer 
and awareness raising. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all the team at LHM360. 
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The Menôs Association 
 
 
For the first Life Magazine for 2025, the Association wishes all members and 
friends in St. Paulôs a very Happy New Year. 
 
During our Session so far, we have had a variety of speakers who have  
entertained us at our meetings.  
 
We are also pleased to have welcomed new members, but thereôs always 
room for more, and we would be pleased if you would join us.  
 
We finished the year with a splendid Christmas Lunch which was much  
enjoyed by all who attended.  Regrettably, Santa did not make it, although 
we were told he had attended the BreakAway Christmas Party, so obviously 
he has his favourites! 
 
We recommence meetings on Tuesday 14

th 
January  at the usual time in the 

Jubilee Hall, when we will be joined by Joyce Kerr and Barry Puncher from 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service who will be speaking about Fire Safety.  
 
Our next meeting in January is on Tuesday 28

th
, when our speaker is  

Douglas Cameron ably assisted by his wife Ina, who will be sharing his  
experiences of Milngavie in Bloom. 
 
We are, of course, an open Association which means that anyone who would 
like to attend, can and will be made very welcome. 
 

Peace and blessings to all 

Brian Adair 

Thank You 
 

Many thanks to all the friends in the church who 
have made kind offers of help in various ways, 

following my recent accident. 
It has all been much appreciated and especially 

your prayers. 
 

 
It's great to belong to such a lovely and supportive church family. 

                         

Sheila Harrison 
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NOAHôS ARK. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of 2024, weôd like to report on how our Mother and Toddler 
Group is progressing.  
 
We have a full register of children and the normal attendance on a  
Thursday morning is between 45/50 children who are all accompanied 
by Mum, Dad, Granny, Grandad or Carer. 
 
We have 22 volunteers helping in the kitchen and on play tables in the 
Large Hall and on general supervision.  
 
We operate a rota so volunteers are not asked to be there every week, 
although some are, who are happy to do that. We will always welcome 
more volunteers and if you would like more information please contact 

Jackie Sillars 07989864294. 
 

We were pleased to be able to support the Christmas Tree Festival and 
the children had made all the decorations which were hanging on our 
tree. 
 
We made a donation to our Church of Ã300.00 to help towards the  
heating and lighting from which we obviously benefit. 
 
Finally, we had a very successful Christmas Lunch at the end of term, 
where all the volunteers who attended had a most enjoyable and  
sociable get together. 
 

Jackie Sillars.  

Grateful thanks for the cheering gift of flowers 
cheerfully delivered by the Session Clerk.                                      

Evelyn and Ken MacDonald 


